
Lucknow: 

The government is
committed to fulfill-
ing the needs of the
defense industry,

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Friday, exuding
confidence that a strong de-
fense manufacturing ecosys-
tem will be developed in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

Singh also praised the co-
operation of UP Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath in the
growth of the defense man-
ufacturing ecosystem in the
state and said this system
will help in the realization of
the dream of India becoming
self-reliant.

Speaking at a meeting in
the state capital for the pro-
motion of investment in the
UP Defence Industrial Cor-
ridor, Singh said, "The gov-
ernment is committed to
meet the requirements of the
defense industry.'' ''I have
full confidence that a strong
defense manufacturing
ecosystem will be developed
in Uttar Pradesh and realize
the dream of a self-reliant In-

dia,'' he said.
Singh, who arrived in his

Parliamentary constituency
on Friday morning, said with
the inspiration of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, defense
corridors have been estab-
lished in Uttar Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu.

They aim to develop an
eco-system for industries that
can fulfill all their small and
big needs easily from one
place and in an economical
way, he said.

Referring to the demands

of some speakers earlier,
Singh said a centrally spon-
sored scheme with the pro-
vision to incentivize the de-
fense industry in investing in
defense corridors will soon be
brought.

Stressing that the indus-
trial heritage of Uttar Pradesh
is very old, Singh said there
are many districts here that
are famous for their products
the world over.

"Incoming times, the state
is fully prepared to leave its
mark in the defense and

aerospace sectors across the
world. I am sure we will be
able to develop the defense
and aerospace sectors in UP,"
he said.

He said the government
and he fully understand the
needs and risks of the in-
dustry very well.

"If anyone can make the
country self-reliant at the
earliest, it is our private in-
dustry," he said.

The defense minister said
our government is fully com-
mitted to meeting the needs

of the defense industry and
both these industrial corri-
dors are the result of this.

"If we understand your
strengths, then we under-
stand your needs equally
well," he added.

Singh said for the first
time, the private industry
has been given a share in the
domestic manufacturing
budget. "How much interest
we are taking can be seen
from the fact that we have
given 350 licenses in seven
years from 2014 to 2021 as
compared to about 200 li-
censes from 2000 to 2014. In
the design and development
project also, we are bringing
policy provision to encourage
the private sector," he said.

Defense Minister Singh
said earlier people were wary
of doing business in UP and
Bihar but now such an envi-
ronment has been created in
UP that it is attracting a
large amount of business.
"Had it been the UP of ear-
lier days, you would not have
this glow on your faces," he
said.

Aligarh: 
The family members of a
22-year-old man, who died
in police custody in this Ut-
tar Pradesh district, has re-
jected the police theory of
suicide and demanded jus-
tice and strict punishment
for those responsible for his
death.

The family has said police
are showing a letter pur-
portedly signed by the vic-
tim's father, which gives a
clean chit to the men in kha-
ki, and alleged that it was ob-
tained under pressure.

Abrar Ahmad, the pater-
nal uncle of Altaf who died in
police custody in Kasganj
on Tuesday, told reporters
here that the letter that car-
ries Altaf's father's thumb
impression ''has been man-
aged through police pres-
sure''.

Speaking to reporters at
the Press Club here on
Thursday night, Abrar said,
''My brother is illiterate and
his thumb impression on a
piece of paper at a time
when he was in a state of
shock is meaningless.'' ''My
brother is a broken man

and is hardly able to move
and that is why I have come
to Aligarh to speak on his
behalf,'' he added.

Replying to a question,
Abrar said the Kasganj po-
lice has given a sum of Rs 5
lakh to one of the family
members but he is not
aware as to whom the mon-
ey was handed over as his
brother is in no condition to
speak.

''Our main demand is that
those guilty are duly pun-
ished because this theory
that Altaf committed sui-
cide by hanging himself is
totally concocted by the po-
lice,'' he said.

Students of the Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU)
took out a protest march in
the campus on Thursday
and demanded a judicial
probe by a sitting judge of
the Allahabad High Court.

While the victim's family
has alleged that he was
killed by the police person-
nel on duty, police have said
he strangulated himself us-
ing a string from his jacket
hood in the washroom of the
lock-up.

SHORTSTORIES

Muzaffarnagar: 
Police on Friday seized
property worth Rs 35 lakh
and two vehicles belong-
ing to a gangster in
Ghatayan village here, offi-
cials said.

According to District
Magistrate Chandra
Bhushan Singh, history-
sheeter Rakesh is involved
in at least three dozen cas-
es of murder, loot and ille-
gal liquor trading.

He was booked under
the Gangsters Act by the po-
lice, the officials said.

Police seizepropertyworth Rs 35lakh underGangsters Act

Kota: 
Two people were killed and
a third got critically injured
here in the district, when
the bike they were riding
went out of control and
crashed against divider, po-
lice said on Friday.

The incident took place
Thursday evening when the
three friends riding a Bullet
Enfield met with an acci-
dent while coming down
on DCM flyover, allegedly
while performing bike
stunts, they said. The two
deceased were identified as
Chandan Rathore (26) of
DCM area and Shiva Ku-
mawat (30) of Prem Nagar
area, while the injured was
identified as Rahul Pan-
chal of Govind Nagar, police
said.

The bodies of the two de-
ceased were handed over to
their family members after
postmortem on Friday
morning, and the injured is
still unconscious and un-
dergoing treatment.

According to Udhyog Na-
gar police station SHO
Manoj Singh Sikarwal, Shi-
va was driving the motor-
cycle while his two friends,
Chandan and Rahul, were
riding pillion when the bike
crashed against divider.

Bike stuntturns fatal inKota, 2 killed, 1 injured

Loveleen Tharmani
Kullu(H.P.): 

Chief Minister Jai Ram on Friday
visited the ancient Malana village
of Kullu district to meet the fire
affected families which took
place during the month of Octo-
ber this year.

Chief Minister announced Rs.
1.50 lakh each to 36 affected
families under Mukhya Mantri
Awas Yojna and handed over
sanction letters in this regard to
the families. He also announced
that 40,000 each would be pro-
vided to the affected families
under MNREGA. He also an-
nounced Rs. 25,000 each to the
families whose houses were com-
pletely gutted in this fire incident
and Rs. 10,000 each from his
discretionary fund to those fam-
ilies whose houses were partial-
ly gutted. He also announced
opening of Health Sub Centre at
Malana and said that medical
staff would be provided in this in-
stitution at the earliest. He also
announced upgradation of Gov-
ernment High School, Malana to
Government Senior Secondary

School.
Jai Ram Thakur said that the

Forest Corporation would also
provide seven cubic meters TD to
the affected families for con-
struction of houses. He said that
fuel wood would also be provid-
ed to the affected families. He
said that irrigation facilities
would also be made available in
Jari village under JICA and
tapped water would be provided
under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Chief Minister also announced
rupees one crore for construction
of alternative road to Malana.  He
directed the PWD authorities to
complete the road work within

six months to facilitate the peo-
ple of the area.  He said that this
would not only give boost to
tourism development in the area
but also ensure development of
the village. He also urged the
people of the area to preserve
their rich cultural heritage and
also motivate the younger gen-
eration to be proud of their cul-
ture.

Chief Minister announced ru-
pees two lakh for Kitchen Set for
Mata Renuka temple and also
Rs. 25,000 from his discre-
tionary fund to trekker Indra
Devi of the village for crossing
Pin Valley.

While travelling on foot from
Malana road point to Malana vil-
lage Chief Minister also inter-
acted with the tourists.

He said that the ground near
the Jamlu Devta complex would
also be maintained and devel-
oped as all the religious functions
are held in this ground.

Education Minister Govind
Singh Thakur and MLA Banjar
Surender Shourie also spoke on
the occasion and thanked the
Chief Minister for being the first
Chief Minister of the State to vis-
it the landlocked village.

Brig. Khushal Thakur pre-
sented vote of thanks.

Former MP Maheshwar
Singh, BJP Dis-
trict President
Bhim Sen, Local
Pradhan Raju
Ram, Deputy
Commissioner
Ashutosh Garg,
Superintendent of
Police Gurdev
Sharma were also
present on the oc-
casion.

CM announces Rs. 1.5 lakh each to 36 fire affected families of Malana

Thakur directs to cover 100% eligibles for 2nd dose of covid vaccineBudaun: 
A six-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped by her relative
in a village under Ujhani po-
lice station area of the district
here, police said on Friday.

The accused has been ar-
rested, police said.

The victim was playing
outside her house on Thurs-
day evening when the ac-
cused, aged 22, took her
away to a nearby forest and
allegedly raped her, police
said. On finding the girl
missing, the parents
searched for the girl and
traced her to the forest on
being told by villagers that
they had seen her going
with the accused that side.

The girl was taken to the
police station from where
she was sent to the district
hospital for medical exam-
ination. 

TSN/ Shimla: 
Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur on Friday held video
conference with Deputy
Commissioner's of the state
to take stock of the Covid sit-
uation.  He directed all the
districts to complete second
dose of vaccination till 30
November, 2021 with special
focus on elders as most of the
deaths are being seen in this
age group.

He said that 72 percent
population has been given
second dose of vaccination in
the state and the Panchayati
Raj Department has been
asked to hold special gram
sabhas on 15 and 26 No-
vember, 2021 to motivate
people for vaccination.

Jai Ram Thakur said that
special focus should be laid
on proper care of Covid
patients in home isolation
as most of the deaths being
reported were among

them. He said that district
administration must keep
close contact with patients
in home isolation and seri-
ous patients should be
shifted to the hospital. He

Sushil Kumar Sharma
Shimla: 

The management of  Satluj
Jal Vidyut Nigan (SJVN)
entered into contract agree-
ment for development of 75
MW (AC) Solar Power Proj-
ect at Parasan Solar Park,
Uttar Pradesh on Engineer-
ing,  Procurement and Con-
struction (EPC)basis with
subsequent O&M for three
years with Solar World Ener-
gy Solutions Private Limited,
Noida.  

The contract was signed in
the benign presence of  Dr
Nand Lal Sharma, Chair-
man & Managing Director,
Geeta Kapur Director (Per-
sonnel), S.P. Bansal Director
(Civil),  Akhileshwar Singh
Director (Finance), Sushil
Sharma Director (Electri-
cal).

The contract was signed
by  S. K. Sood, General Man-
ager, Electrical Contracts,
SJVN & Kartik Teltia, Direc-
tor., Solarworld. On this oc-
casion senior officials from
SJVN & Solar World were
also present.

Nand Lal Sharma ap-
prised that the EPC Cost of
the Project is Rs. 313.59
Crores, and the  project has
been awarded to M/s Solar-
world Energy Solutions Pri-
vate Limited. The project is
scheduled to be commis-
sioned by August, 2022.

Sharma further said that
SJVN bagged this project
through competitive bid-
ding held by Uttar Pradesh
New & Renewable Energy
Development Agency (UP-
NEDA) at a tariff of₹2.68 per
unit for 25 years. 

6-yr-old girlraped by relative: Police

Family members of custodialdeath victim in Kasganj rejectpolice theory of suicideUP to help govt’s commitment to fulfilling
needs of defence industry, says Rajnath
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Jammu: 
Security forces have arrest-
ed an alleged militant from
Ganderbal district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, police
said on Friday. The accused
was arrested at a police
check point erected near
Khann in Ganderbal district
on Thursday, the police
spokesperson said.

The suspect, identified
as Arshad Ahmad Mir, was
booked under Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act,
and section 7/25 of the
Arms Act as preliminary
investigation revealed he
was a close associate of ter-
ror group Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba.

Terrorist associate apprehended,grenade recovered

SJVN signs  agreement for EPC of  75 MW Solar project at Parasan
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